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p.n.e.u. notes. 


■ “"""^TIiT^ach with its label attached. 

freshly gathered were arranged natural orders of flowering 

The older children undertook o llu dandehon, and so on. 

plants ; thus one took the nettle fam ^^^i^ren, especially 

Lnie of the living animals ^ ^ snails. There were some 

newts and silkworms, water ^ ^Iso some beaut.fu pressed 

good drawings of the leaves of «e steinthal spoke to the 

flowers and other objects of mteres . ^^^ formation of a Natural 

parents and children present, and p P seconded and 

History Club for children. P/^atural History Club has since 

earned unanimously. 1 he held fortnightly throughout 

been formed, and lectures and rne g ,vas held when Miss 

the year. October 30th-A of the will.” November 

Caroline Hertford read a paper o .. training 

27th-The Hon Mrs. Lyttleton will read a papei 

of boys and girls in their ‘teens/’ session was held on 

SHEFFIELD.-The first meeting J“„%ddress on “ Education 

October 14th, when Miss E. A. Barnett gave an actar 

out of school.” u,or„-E was p^iven bv Mrs. Franklin, 

WALLASEV.-The first lecture to hrs „ Habits i„ 

on October e,tb, at ■' The Springs, or, at 3.30. 

children.” Other meetings arranged are. On , ^ Rpneairn 

Miss Sturgewill speak on “The psychology of attention, ’ 

Grove Road (by kind permission of Mrs. Barkei) ; on ece . 

3 ro Dr. Craigmile will lecture on ” Health and physical education ol 

children,’* at the High School, Manor Road. 

Edinburgh.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Berry Hart, 29, Charlotte quare. 
opening address, on October 19th, by John Strachan, Esq., . ^ 

subject, “ The position of play in a system of rational education, wi e 

followed on November 20th by a lecture on “Child study, ^ ^ 

Gunn, Esq., M.A., D.Sc. (by the kind invitation of Mrs. Freeland Barham), 
the meeting will be held at 4, Charlotte Square ; John Kerr, Esq., • •» 
LL.D., will preside. Lectures have been arranged for the months o 
January, February and March. Programmes may be had from the Hon. 
Sec Classes for the teaching of Sloyd (cardboard) and Brush-drawing 
to children will commence in November. 

ILKLEY.— Hon Sec., fro tern,, Mrs. Francis Steinthal, Wharfemead. 
Miss Simpson, of the Yorkshire College, gave a lecture on “ Seed scatter- 
ing,” to children, on October 13th. About a hundred were present, and 
the interest taken in the subject was so great that all but five stayed for 
the second, or students* class. An exhibition will be held on November 
i4^b, of leaves, drawings, brush-drawings, seeds, &c., collected and 
drawn by the children. 

Richmond and Kew. — Hon. Sec., tern,, Mrs. D. H. Scott, Old 
Palace. It has been arranged to open this Branch on November loth. 
Weybridge.— T he opening of this Branch took place on October 24th. 
DERBY.-Hon. Sec., fro tern., Mrs. lohnson, Little Over Hill. TTns 
ranch was started on October 30th. 

LASGOAV.~The meeting for the inauguration of this Branch is fixed for 
2 ?t . For particulars apply to Mrs. Mirrlees, Redlands, Glasgow. 
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HOME -TRAINING 

“ Education is an atmosphere, 


and culture. 

a discipline, a life.- 


the flute-player. 


The village windoAvs; evening A''™' 
Gleams from a Paradise to him denied, 


Flew .0 his lips. “It is the kiss of night, 

The welcome to her gusty revelries,” 
tie said, then turned toward the homeless height. 


n , as he turned, the storm leapt suddenly 
pon him, smote him white from neck to knee, 
And round his tingling ears and in his eyi 
■Lashed like the spindrift of a reeling sea. 

Onward he struggled, clutching to his breast, 

B the scant shelter of a tattered vest, 

His flute, the silver consort of his grief, 
he sweet interpreter of life's unrest. 


nward he struggled till at last he fell, 
reathless and blind, too weary to rebel 
Against the stern insistence of his doom, 

Bd ready to meet death with “ It is well.” 

Then came the irony that haunts us still ; 

■‘-he storm passed southward, weakening in its will, 
And from their heaven the pale, unruffled stars 

Beked on the white-robed silence of the hill. 

Vli jjQ A 3 



the flute-player. 

^"‘‘ihe talley'twinkling with those lights of home 
Hat he had Lown not, and could never know. 

t^Vporrss: tor 

For h^ad entered on a land of drep 
Whose dusk horizon winked w.th stars of gold. 

One star was his, the brightest shining there, 

A star that shaped itself a roseate square, 

A cottage window, filled with light to lead 

1 fVit-rmo-Vi fhpt darketiinp* air. 




He reached the door, he raised the latch, and stood 
A moment on the threshold. It was good 
To see his happiness and yet refrain, 

Knowing that he might take it when he would. 

The blazing hearth he saw, the waiting chair. 

The simple meal set out with cleanly care. 

And in their midst, the heart of all the home. 
The woman that he loved, still young, still fair. 


She heard his step, and, hastening from her place. 
Ran laughing like a child to his embrace. 

Then softly drew his head dowm with her hands. 
And kissed him tenderly upon the face. 

That kiss was death. A shepherd boy at morn 
found him amid the snow, a thing forlorn. 

But smiling still, and on his ragged breast 
utc mg the flute that he so long had borne. 

Caryl Battersby. 


TAKING THINGS FOR GRANTED. 

By Mary Everest Boole. 

A WISE old lady used to sav to me tE.it . ^ 
in life comes not from anything erroneous'^tha? 
said, or has actively thoug-ht but fm tu- ^ has 

for granted. A few mustratio^s of this principL occlfrt'ot? 
which may be interesting to young naturalists ’ 

Walter Scott in describing the lightness of Ellen’s foot 
{Lady o/^e Lake, 1., i8), says that “E’en the slight 
harebell raised its head elastic from her airy tread.” He had 
probably seen the occurrence as he describes it, and taken 
for granted that, had the girl been of heavier build the 
results would have been different. But as a matter of fact, 
the fate of a trodden harebell depends not on the weight of 
the walker, but on the part of the stem trodden on ; a com- 
paratively slight force applied at the root will break the 
stalk, but I have seen a harebell “ raise its head elastic,” and 
seem in no way the worse, after an exceptionally heavy man 
had stamped, with all his might, on the upper end of the 
stalk. 

Usually, however, it is not the writer but the reader who 
takes things for granted, to the great confusion of his ideas. 

Students of botany sometimes take upon themselves to be 
supercilious over the fact that Milton, in his Lyctdas, invites 
to grace the same funeral a variety of flowers which we in 
England never see at the same time. They take for granted 
that he was thinking of an English garden (although he 
invokes the Sicilian muse). In some countries of Southern 
Europe cool breezy hills alternate so closely with hot valleys 
that the flora of many climates and seasons may actual y e 
gathered within the course of a morning s walk, and i ton 
3-pparently knew this, although some of us do not. 


